Linear differentiation of the C-band pattern of the W chromosome in snakes and birds.
Evidence is presented from C-banding studies that the W chromosome of eleven species of snakes is not homogeneous in nature but is differentiated linearly into alternating lighter and darker C positive regions. The same is true of the W chromosome of at least some birds. There is evidence from the literature indicating a similar differentiation of the Y chromosome of some mammals and here the intermediate C positive regions are deficient in highly repetitive DNA. The significance of heterochromatinization as a means of generating differentiated sex chromosomes is discussed in the light of these findings.